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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
The work of the Academy during this year of war has beeu some-
what interrupted. Firstly, by the resignation of its capable Secre-
tary-Treasurer, Dr. Donald B. Lawrence, to enter the Air Forces as 
Lieutenant, and secondly, by the resignation of its Vice President, 
Dr. L. W. Zeleny, to enter the Air Forces as Lieutenant. It was nec-
essary to fill these offices by appointments that were confirmed by 
the Council of the Academy. Dr. John ·w. Moore kindly consented 
to undertake the heavy load of the Secretary-Treasurer, and Dr. 
George Thiel accepted the Vice Presidency, a position that he had 
capably filled in the previous year. The loyal support of the work 
of the Academy by these men, the Council, and the Committees, has 
brought it through a trying period. 
During this difficult time the energy of Dr. Arthur N. Wilcox 
supported by committee members and friends of the Academy has 
brought nearly to completion the Cedar Creek Forest project. The 
most desirable area, three hundred or more acres of this forest, has 
been paid for by Jonations. The area will be increased as oppor-
tunity arises. Title to the Forest has been vested, by deed. in the 
University of :Minnesota under a contract agreement with the 
Academy, that will preserve this area for scientific studies of its 
natural conditions as previously outlined by Dr. Wilcox. Chairman 
of the Committee on the Preservation of Natural Conditions. It is 
highly desirable that the Academy should be enabled by the legis-
ture to hold properties in its own name without the burden of tax-
ation that at present limits our acquisition of lands and precludes 
a permanent housing for the Secretariat and the Academic activities. 
Progress on the Nerstrand Woods project has been satisfactory 
since the area has been acquired by the U. S. Forest Service, thus 
preserving it for the future without further mutilation. It is hoped 
that this area may come into o,vnership of the State of Minnesota 
by exchange of forest lands with the federal government. 
The project of the Academy for the further preservation of areas 
in their natural conditions for stuJy may be limited during the con-
tinuation of the emergency, but our attention should be vigilant in 
protecting such areas from loss insofar as possible. It is especially 
desirable to foster the preservation of areas for scientific studies in 
the vicinity of our colleges. 
On account of the difficulties of transportation it was de_cided 
by the Council not to hold the usual summer field meeting. and to 
postpone the annual meeting scheduled at :Mankato State Teachers 
College until a later date; accepting, instead, the kind invitation of 
President Walter C. Coffey to meet again at the University of Min-
nesota in 1943. · 
The P1:esident hopes· that the Academy can aid the work of 
various organizations that assist the dissemination of scientific 
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knowledge to the general public as well as broaden the interests of 
the scientists themselves. 
The enthusiastic interest of the Junior Academy in the field 
meetings should be preserved by the reconvening of the summer 
meetings as soon as conditions make this possible. It is now planned 
to organize the College students, formerly forgotten in the plans of 
the Academy, into actively participating groups. Dr. W. C. Crox-
ton has been asked to outline such an organization as has proved 
to be beneficial in other states for this college group. 
R. B. HARVEY, President. 
